Gothic Story/Setting Assignment ~ Grading Rubric

	Component
	Grade A
	Grade B
	Grade C

	Composition
	-Material is organized into paragraphs with effective transitions.

-There is a clear and effective introduction, establishing the setting.

-There is a definitive sense of building an atmosphere through the structure of events.

-Although the piece is deliberately unfinished, there is a sense of where the action is leading.

-Strong evidence of elaboration, purposefully done to create a sense of atmosphere and “tell the tale.”


	--Material is organized into paragraphs with solid transitions.

-There is a clear introduction, establishing the setting. May be brief.

-Student tries to build an atmosphere through the structure of events.

-Although the piece is deliberately unfinished, there is some sense of where the action is leading. Although the ending may be a little more obvious than in an A grade paper.

- Student attempts to manipulate the “hanging ending” for effect.

-Student attempts to elaborate at the sentence and paragraph levels. 

.


	-Material is organized into paragraphs. Transitions may be weak.

-Intro is perfunctory. 

-There is an awareness of audience and a manipulation of events for effect; less artfully or subtly done than an A or B paper.

-Student tries to create a plot line and setting that is original.

- Student chooses an interesting place for the “hanging ending.”



	Written Expression
	-Student uses a variety of sophisticated vocabulary.

-Sentence structures vary for deliberate effect.

-There is NO slang or use of idioms.

-There is great use of adjective and poetic devices to create atmosphere and set the scene.

-There is a valiant effort to create a sense of voice.

-There is a sense of originality within the constraints of the genre.
	-There is a variety of vocabulary.

-Sentence structures are regularly varied.

-Slang and idioms are rarely used.

-Student attempts to use a variety of adjectives and effective verbs to create an atmosphere and a sense of place.

-The student tries to create a sense of voice.

-There are glimpses of originality present in the writing.
	-The student tries to use difference vocabulary 

-There is some attempt to vary the way sentences are structured.

-The writing may rely on clichés, but there is other original expression.

-Some slang and idioms may be used, but there is also evidence of fresher phrasing

Student tries to create a mood and setting through deliberate use of adjectives.

	Mechanics
	-Spelling is almost flawless.

-Punctuation is used with care and understanding. There are no comma splices, run-ons, or sentence fragments.

-There is perfect subject-verb agreement.

-Direct speech, if used, is punctuated correctly.
	-The spelling is very good. Few errors (5 or less) that do not distract from the piece.

-There may be one or two errors in the use of the comma.

-Use of periods and capitalization is correct.

-Subject verb agreement is correct.
	-Spelling is not a distraction, but there are common errors that should not be present.

-There is general understanding of comma use, capitalization and period use, though a minor error may be present.


